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and analogous cases in the Great and Coal Tits ( ibid xliv: 350, 
and The Countryman xxxviii: 238). The body of the bird under discussion 
was considerably emaciated, obviously due to its inability to feed itself 
properly during the final stages of development of the deformity, which 
probably commenced growing spontaneously only a short period before 
death occurred. In the case of the Great Tit mentioned above the deformity 
was observed to commence growing quite suddenly, but the bird was able 
to rid itself of the extra growth by vigorous rubbing before it proved fatal. 
It is, I think quite certain that in cases where the victim is unable to dispose 
of such growths by rubbing, etcetera, death from starvation must ultimately 
occur. 

Coal Tit Parus ater Linnaeus 
1. Worplesdon, Surrey. 1908. 

P. F. Bunyard ( British Birds i : 384) describes two melanistic birds that 
he saw. The general appearance was greyish-black; head, beak, feet and 
legs, back and wings, jet black; belly, breast, coverts, greyish-black; 
cheeks and occipital spot dark greyish-black and just perceptible. 
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Calandrella brachydactyla hungarica subsp.nov. 


Description: A conspicuously grey lark, not sandy-looking, like the 
nominate form. Whole upper parts light grey, broadly streaked dark 
grey, especially on the top of the head and the back; lores and super- 
ciliary stripe light grey; ear coverts dark grey; chin, throat, breast and 
belly light mouse grey, darker grey on upper breast; under tail coverts 
conspicuously light whitish grey in colour; on each side of the upper 
breast there is a dark grey patch; axillaries and under wing-coverts light 
grey, not white tinged with sandy-buff, as in the nominate race. The tail 
and wing feathers and the wing coverts have light grey inconspicuous 
edges. 

Distribution: Only known from the alkali plain of the Hortobagy, 
in north-eastern Hungary. 

Type: In the Hungarian National Museum of Natural History, Register 
Number: 56.4.1. An adult male collected 5 kilometres south of Nagyivan, 
Hungary, by Dr. L. Horvath, on 5th May, 1956. The type locality is 
47° 30' N., 20° 56' E. Measurements: wing, 88.8 mm.; tail, 57.1 mm.; 
tarsus, 20.9 mm.; bill from skull, 13.2 mm. 

Remarks : This race has been found on the alkali plain Kunkapolnas, 
in the south-west part of Hortobagy. A series of 12 males and 5 females 
was collected near Nagyivan from the 4th to the 8th of May, 1956, with 
the following measurements: 

male female 


wing ... 

tail 

tarsus 

bill from skull 


88.8- 94.9 mm. 

57.0- 61.8 mm. 

17.8- 21.0 mm. 

13.0- 14.9 mm. 


84.0-89.9 mm. 
52.8-57.1 mm. 
19.7-20.6 mm. 
12.4-13.6 mm. 


